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• The recently concluded session of the Texas Legislature 
was a very busy one for the health information 
technology community.   

• The legislators considered a host of policy topics, from 
telemedicine to health information exchanges to privacy 
of health care data.  

• In addition, health care advocacy groups were able to 
work together to pass bills to better enable the use 
technology in the health care system. 

• Today I will review the relevant legislation and outline 
how it impacts HIT and HIT professionals.

Presentation Outline



10/7/2016 4

• New statewide elected officials- Abbott, Patrick
• Record numbers of freshmen and sophomores in the 

house and senate (with Menendez, 10 Senate 
freshmen)

• Changeups of committee chairs- Nelson in Finance, Otto 
in Approps, Schwertner in Senate HHS, Crownover in 
Public Health

• Widely regarded as the most conservative legislature 
ever

• 5 emergency issues: early education, higher education, 
transportation, border security and ethics reform

New Era of Leadership
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How Many Bills?
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• HB 2641 by Rep. John Zerwas, MD
• Implements standards in IT systems at the HHS 

agencies
• Amends statutes to permit Health Information 

Exchanges to participate in public health data 
reporting

• Creates a HIE incentive program at Medicaid, if 
found to be feasible and cost-effective

• Repeals the Sunset provision for Medicaid remote 
monitoring until September 1, 2019

• Provides a “safe harbor” for physicians participating 
in HIEs by shielding them from liability related to 
other parties’ data errors

TeHA passed our bill!



Public Health Reporting 
Without Standards



Public Health Reporting 
With Standards



HB 2641 Coalition
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HHS Sunset Bills

Bill Status Notes

THSA Sunset- SB 203 

by Nelson

Signed by Governor 5-15, 

effective on 9-1

Privatizes THSA in 2021.  Makes changes to THSA governing 

board.

HHSC Sunset- SB 200 

by Nelson

Signed by the Governor on 

6-17, effective 9-1

Merges DARS (2016) then DADS (2017) into HHSC.   DFPS 

and DSHS (public health) remain stand alone agencies.

DSHS Sunset- SB 202 

by Nelson

Signed by the Governor on 

6-17, effective 9-1

Occupational licensing programs moved to TDLR except for 

medical radiologic technologists, respiratory care 

practitioners, medical physicists, and perfusionists who are 

moved to the Texas Medical Board.   New stand alone DSHS 

will be focused on public health.

DADS Sunset- SB 204 

by Hinojosa

Did not pass Conference committee unable to reach agreement; DADS 

still scheduled to be folded into HHSC by 2017 per SB 200.

DFPS Sunset- SB 206 

by Schwertner

Signed by the Governor on 

6-18, effective 9-1

DFPS remains a standalone agency.   

OIG Sunset- SB 207 

by Hinojosa

Signed by the Governor on 

6-18, effective 9-1

Partially implements Sunset Commission reforms.

DARS Sunset- HB 

2463 by Raymond

Signed by the Governor on 

6-17, effective 9-1

DARS will no longer exist as of 9-1-2016.  Vocational rehab 

services are being transferred to TWC per SB 208.  All other 

programs are being transferred to HHSC.
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Telemedicine- Delivery

Bill # Sponsor Net Effect Current Status

HB 1878  

SB 1689

Laubenberg, Jodie(R)

Taylor, Van (F)(R)

Allows for Medicaid reimbursement for physicians who treat Medicaid 

clients in a school-based setting, even if that physician is not the client’s PCP.   

Requires, under certain circumstances, the results of the encounter to be 

shared with the client’s PCP. 

Signed 6-16, 

effective 9-1

HB 3519

SB 1471   

Guerra, Bobby(D)

Watson, Kirk(D)

Repeals the Sunset provision on the Medicaid home telemonitoring benefit 

until September 1, 2019. 

Signed 6-29, 

effective 9-1

HB 2004  Darby, Drew(R) Established a rural pilot project to provide emergency medical services 

instruction and emergency pre hospital care via telemedicine administered 

by regional trauma resource centers.

Amended into 

HB 479, which 

was signed by 

the Governor 

on 6-15, 

effective 9-1

HB 2082 

SB 1886   

Laubenberg, Jodie(R)

Zaffirini, Judith(D)

Established a pilot program for children with chronic or complex medical 

needs to receive telemedicine services at home and to reimburse 

participating pediatric subspecialists for providing telemedicine services.

Did not pass

HB 3476  Coleman, Garnet(D) Adds elderly individuals and those with special health care needs to the list 

of persons eligible for Medicaid home monitoring; creates a pilot project for 

delivery of telemedicine and telehealth in patients’ residences.

Did not pass

HB 1623

SB 1885

Laubenberg, Jodie(R)

Zaffirini, Judith(D)

Adds complex pediatric patients to the list of patients eligible for Medicaid 

home telemonitoring; repeals the Sunset provision on the Medicaid home 

telemonitoring benefit. 

Did not pass
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Telemedicine-
Scope and Coverage

Bill # Sponsor Net Effect Current Status

HB 3444

SB 1177  

Laubenberg, 

Jodie(R)

Eltife, 

Kevin(R)

Creates new definitions of telemedicine and telehealth using 

“telecommunications technology”.    Removes language that allows TMB to 

require a face to face consultation between a patient and a physician providing 

telemedicine services a certain number of days AFTER a telemed consult if there 

is no prior relationship.  Permits establishment of a physician-patient relationship 

via telecommunications technology.   Prohibits TMB from requiring face to face or 

in-person visits in conjunction with telemedicine.

Did not pass

HB 2172  Smithee, 

John(R)

Updates definitions of telemedicine and telehealth; sets restrictions on which 

providers can provide telemedicine services under regulated health benefit plans; 

enables establishment of physician patient relationship via telemedicine for 

Insurance Code purposes.

Did not pass

HB 2348  Price, Four(R) Requires certain health plans to reimburse physicians for telephone consultations 

if the plan pays any other person for providing patients with telephone 

consultations; reimbursement must be at the same level for all telephone 

consultations.

Did not pass

HB 2250  Coleman, 

Garnet(D)

Removes language that allows TMB to require a face to face consultation 

between a patient and a physician providing telemedicine services a certain 

number of days AFTER a telemed consult if there is no prior relationship; permits 

the treating physician to determine whether a presenter is need and whether or 

not the patient’s residence is an appropriate site of service.  

Did not pass

HB 661

SB 190

Zerwas, John 

(R)

Schwertner,

Charles (R)

Admits Texas to the Interstate Compact for Medical Licensure Did not Pass
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• HB 751 by Zerwas- passed
• Requires an electronic transaction back to the treating 

physician if there is a substitution of a biologic drug at 
the pharmacy

• SB 1937 by Kolkhorst- did not pass
• converts completion of privacy and security certification 

under the Health and Safety Code from a “mitigating 
factor” to “safe harbor” in case of a breach; comparable 
to HIPAA safe harbor on encryption

• SB 475/HB 1220 (Kolkhorst/Laubenberg)- did not pass
• Establishes a property right to DNA; Require patient 

consent for all but a few legally prescribed uses (law 
enforcement, emergency treatment)

Unfinished/Follow 
Up Business
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• Sunset implementation
• Contracting Reform (SB 20)
• Telemedicine billing

• “Bucket” rider not adopted in the final budget
• Will need to meet with HHSC to address discrepancies in 

reporting of telemedicine encounters
• Telemedicine rules at TMB

• Board has called for a stakeholder meeting on July 23rd

• Topics will include call coverage and pilots

Interim Business
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